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•	The main tool is the sampling kit packed within a
 uniquely numbered box and containing, among other 
 items, gloves, urine bottles with security caps, tubes 
 and a needle for blood sampling, a security bag, bar code  
 labels with the same unique number.

3. SAmpLiNg prOTOCOL

The utmost care is taken with samples during and after 
collection. Testing Veterinarians open the sampling kit box 
and arrange all items on a bench ; they wear disposable 
gloves on each hand which are only removed when the 
bottles have been closed at the end of the procedure.

1. SELECTiON OF HOrSES

•	There are three possible methods for selection of horses 
 for in-competition anti-doping testing :

 – testing winners (i.e. winners in major events, medal
  winners and at least one from each medal winning team) ;
 – random testing (i.e. using a method of random 
  selection agreed by the Judge, Veterinary Commission / 
  Delegate and Testing Veterinarian) ;

•	spot testing can also be undertaken of specifically  
 selected horses.

•	Horses can be tested several times during one event.

•	As soon as practical after a horse is selected for testing,
it is accompanied to the sampling box. Urine and blood 
samples are collected from each horse under the supervision 
of the testing officials.

2. SAmpLiNg KiT

•	Sample collection is done by an Fei Testing Veterinarian
 following a strict procedure.
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5. prEpArATiON OF THE SAmpLES

The collected blood and urine samples are both split into : 
A sample and B sample.

4. SAmpLE COLLECTiON

Urine and blood samples are collected from each horse 
under the supervision of the testing officials. every attempt
should be made by the Fei Testing Veterinarian to collect 
firstly urine (picture 1) and then blood (picture 2). However, 
it is recognized that sometimes only a small volume of urine 
can be collected and, on occasions, even after 60 minutes, a 
horse may produce no urine. in such a case a blood sample 
may be the only sample taken.

Picture 1 Picture 2

when urine is not available, only blood will be analysed, 
which nonetheless constitutes a proper test under Fei Rules.
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6. dOCumENTS

The Fei Testing Veterinarian completes the Medication 
Control Form and adds the necessary stamps and labels 
that identify the sample. it consists of three (3) parts. 
The Testing Veterinarian must keep one part, the Person 
Responsible for the horse must keep the second part, and 
the third part is placed in a small plastic bag and is sent 
to the MCP Laboratory with the samples. The latter part is 
identified by the unique number but not by the name of  
the Person Responsible.

A copy of the Medication Control Form is sent to the Fei.
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8. pErSON rESpONSiBLE WiTNESSES
 THE ENTirE prOCESS

The person responsible or their appointed representative 
signs a form to certify that they have witnessed the entire 
procedure and have no objection to the entire procedure. 
if there are any concerns or complaints, the PR will have the 
opportunity to write them on the form.

7. prEpArATiON ANd SHippiNg OF THE SAmpLES 
 TO THE LABOrATOry

The samples are carefully packed and placed back into 
the original kit box which is closed with a sealing strip 
(picture 1). The kit boxes are in turn placed in an isothermal
bag with ice packs (picture 2) ; the isothermal bag is placed
in a special blue carrying bag closed with a tamper-proof 
security clip (picture 3). The MCP Sample Dispatch form is
filled in and faxed to the laboratory. The bag is shipped by 
courier to the laboratory.

Picture 1 Picture 2

Forwarding materials :
isothermal bag ; ice packs ;

security clips ; blue carrying bag

Picture 3
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HORSE IS TESTED

SAMPLE IS 
SENT TO LAB 1

SAMPLE IS
NEGATIVE

SAMPLE DESTROYED WITHIN
SEVERAL MONTHS DEPENDING

ON LAB PROCEDURES,
UNLESS TAKEN AT OG OR WEG

WICH MAY BE
KEPT FOR UP TO 8 YEARS

CONTROLLED MEDICATION

BANNED SUBSTANCE/
CONTROLLED MEDICATION
AT OG WEG: REGULAR
PROCEDURE

SAMPLE IS POSITIVE
ADVERSE ANALYTICAL FINDING
+ SUBSTANCE CLASSIFICATION

PROVISIONAL SUSPENSION

PRELIMINARY HEARING

CASE QUALIFIES FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

PROVISIONAL
SUSPENSION
IS MAINTAINED

PROVISIONAL
SUSPENSION

IS LIFTED

PR ACCEPTS SANCTION
END OF CASE

PR MAY:
REQUEST B-SAMPLE ANALYSIS

OR
DECLINE B-SAMPLE ANALYSIS 

 

PR DOES NOT ACCEPT
SANCTION OFFERED

CASE DOES NOT QUALIFY FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

(STAGE 2)

(STAGE 3)

9. LABOrATOry TESTiNg OF THE SAmpLES

once the samples reach the Laboratory, the B Samples are 
stored securely awaiting any required testing at a later date. 
The A Samples (urine and/or blood) are used for the initial 
analysis. The process may take anywhere between 7 and 
21 days to complete. if a prohibited substance is detected, 
the results are promptly reported to the Fei Veterinary 
Department. This Department then works in cooperation 
with the Fei Legal Department, to examine the specifics of 
the case and to decide on the need for any further action.

10. WHAT HAppENS NExT – STAgE ONE
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PR REQUESTS B-SAMPLE ANALYSIS

OPPORTUNITY FOR A DIFFERENT LAB 
+ ANALYSING WITNESS FOR ENTIRE PROCESS

B SAMPLE ANALYSISB SAMPLE IS NOT
CONFIRMED

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

PR IS AGAIN OFFERED ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTION

CASE IS
DROPPED

B SAMPLE IS
CONFIRMED

PR ACCEPTS SANCTION
END OF CASE

PR DECLINES SANCTION

CASE IS SUBMITTED TO FEI
TRIBUNAL
(STAGE 3)

11. WHAT HAppENS NExT – STAgE TWO 12. WHAT HAppENS NExT – STAgE THrEE

FEI TRIBUNAL PROCEDURE PANEL IS CONSTITUTED

PR AND FEI MAY SUBMIT SUPPORTIVE 
WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION

PR DOES NOT 
REQUEST A HEARING

PR REQUESTS
 A HEARING

FEI TRIBUNAL ISSUES FINAL
WRITTEN DECISION

PR MAY APPEAL FINDINGS TO CAS

HEARING IN PERSON OR BY 
CONFERENCE CALL
WITNESSES + EXPERTS MAY TESTIFY


